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What is claimed is : 

>' 0? 

1. An apparatus for deploying an endoluminal 
prosthesis comprising: 

an elongated flexible sheath introducer having a near 
end, a remote end opposite said near end, and an axial ly 
extending sheath passage opening at said remote end and 
being dimensioned for\Veceiving said prosthesis; 

an elongated\ push 'slidably received within said 



sheath passage for\ movem 
introducer, said pu 
portion remote of sa 
said push rod being po 



independently of said sheath 
a near portion, a remote 
^rtion, said remote portion of 
adjacent said prosthesis 
so that relative sliding beAwee^n said sheath introducer and 
said push rod can deploy sai\ prosthesis from said sheath 
passage opening; 

wherein said remote portion of said push rod has a 
different flexibility than the \iear portion of the push 
rod .- 



2. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein said flexibility 
Of said, remote portion is greater\than the flexibility of 
said near portion. \ 
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3 . The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said remote 
portion of said push rod comprises a flexible helical coil 
member. 

4. The appara^is of claim 3 further comprising a 
containment means located on saicl remote portion of said 
push rod and adjacent Aaid sheath passage, said containment 
means for contaiijfirtg^ sar0 prosthesis prior to deployment. 



5. The appaf^tus ofVplaim ,1 wherein said push rod has 
a length portion having a 
length portion; and 

wherein said pushVod ii 
towards said remote port: 
towards said near portion. 



riable flexibility along said 

latively more flexible 
atively less flexible 



and \el 



6. The apparatus of claim 5 wherein said length 
portion comprises an intermediate\ flexible region between 
said near portion an said remote Portion; and 

wherein said intermediate region provides a relatively 
smooth transition in flexibility between said near portion 
and said remote portion. 



7. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a 
containment means located on said remote portion of said 



push rod and adjacent said sheath passage, said containment 
means for containing said prosthesis prior to deployment. 



8. An apparatus for deploying an endoluminal 
prosthesis comprising: 

an elongated flexible sheath introducer having a near 
end, a remote endkoppdsite said near end, and an axially 
extending sheathi passage opening at said remote end and 
being dimensioned for iseceiving said prosthesis and 
maintaining said ^rosthe^s in a radially compressed 
condition; 



an elongated fl^xibl 
push rod slidably r 
movement independently £ 



vec. 



nd longitudinally compressible 
k thin said sheath passage for 
saU4 sheath introducer, said push 



rod having a near portion, a V^ote portion remote of said 
near portion, said remote portion of said push rod being 
positionable adjacent said prosthesis so that relative 
sliding between said sheath introducer and said push rod 
can deploy said prosthesis from\said sheath passage 
opening . 



9. The apparatus of claim B wherein said push rod 
comprises a compression spring. 



10 . |\ An apparatus for deploying an endoluminal 
graft comprising: 

an elongated flexible sheath introducer having a near 
end, a remote endk opposite said near end, and an axially 
extending sheath passage opening at said remote end and 
being dimensioned foV receiving said graft and maintaining 
said graft in a radially compressed condition; 

an elongat€fd~^Ush\rod slidably received within said 
sheath passage fbr movement independently of said sheath 
introducer, saidVmsh rod\ having a near portion, a remote 

\ W x - 

portion remote of Wid nea^bortlon, said remote end of 
said push rod being\positi<ina^le adjacent said graft so 
that relative slidingVbetwee,n\aid sheath introducer and 
said push rod can depl6y salid prosthesis from said sheath 
passage opening wherein Wid flus!^ rod comprises a spring 
member . 

11. The apparatus of claim 10 wherein said push rod 
comprises a compression spring. 

12. The apparatus of claim 10\ wherein said push rod 
comprises a flexible compressible helical coil member. 

13. The apparatus of claim 10 wherein said push rod 
further comprises a containment means \f or containing said 
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prosthesis duririg deployment to provide uniform movement of 
said push rod and\said prosthesis out of said sheath 
passage opening. 



14. An 
graft comprising: 

ah elongated f lexibleAsheath 
end, a remote end opposite 
extending sheath passage ope 



apparatus for deploying an endoluminal 



introducer having a near 
d near end, and an axial ly 
at said remote end and 



id graft and maintaining 
:d condition; 

received within said 



being dimensioned for rteceivi 
said graft in a radially Vompr 

an elongated push rod 
sheath passage for movement independently of said sheath 
introducer, said push rod having a\ nfear portion, a remote 
portion remote of said near portion, said remote end of 
said push rod being positionable adjacent said graft so 
that relative sliding between said skeath introducer and 
said push rod can deploy said prosthesis from said sheath 
passage opening wherein said push rod Comprises a helical 
coil . 



15. The apparatus of claim 14 further comprising a 
containment means located on said remote teortion of said 
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push rod and ad j ace 
means for containing 




id sheath passage, said containment 
prosthesis prior to deployment. 
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